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1900 Excerpt: ...apparent in the fixity of his
vision, the effect which it produced upon
his whole body, that seemed to respond as
if some one were going before, and
summoning him. One evening as the little
negro was undressing, Jack heard him
chirping softly to himself in his native
tongue, and asked: Are you singing,
M?dou? No, mouctt, me no sing, me talk
nigger. And he took his friend completely
into his confidence. He had decided to run
away, had been thinking about it for some
time, and was waiting for the sunshine, that
he might carry out his plan. Now that the
sun had returned, Madou would return to
Dahomey, and find Krrikn again. If Jack
would go with him, they would go afoot as
far as Marseilles, hide in some vessel, and
run off to sea together. No mishap could
befall them, because Madou had his gri-gri.
But the other made objections. Wretched
though he was, Madous native land did not
tempt him. That great red copper basin full
of severed heads, recurred to his memory, a
sinister recollection. And besides, if he
went, he would be farther away than ever
from his mother. Well, said the negro
quietly, you stay Gymnase, me go all
alone. And when will you go? To-morrow,
answered the negro resolutely, and
suddenly closed his eyes and endeavored to
sleep, as if he would have need of all his
strength the next day. The following day
was  method-day as it was called at the
Gymnase. On that occasion all were
gathered into the big reception-room,
because the harmonium, necessary
accompaniment to the ex pressive reading
in the Decostere-course was there. As he
entered, Jack noticed that Madou was
silently polishing the immense hall, and
thought he had given up all thought of the
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