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At the Heart of Work and Family presents
original research on work and family by
scholars who engage and build on the
conceptual framework developed by
well-known sociologist Arlie Russell
Hochschild. These concepts, such as the
second shift, the economy of gratitude,
emotion work, feeling rules, gender
strategies, and the time bind, are basic to
sociology and have shaped both popular
discussions and academic study. The
common thread in these essays covering
the gender division of housework,
childcare networks, families in the global
economy, and children of consumers is the
incorporation of emotion, feelings, and
meaning into the study of working
families. These examinations, like
Hochschilds own work, connect
micro-level interaction to larger social and
economic forces and illustrate the
continued relevance of linking economic
relations to emotional ones for
understanding contemporary work-family
life.
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