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Baptist pastor Charles Haddon Spurgeon is
remembered today as the Prince of
Preachers. But in addition to his sermons,
he regularly reading a Bible passage before
his message and gave a verse-by-verse
exposition, rich in gospel insight and
wisdom for the Christian life.
===
Sample: James 1:1-4 === 1. James, a
servant of God and of the Lord Jesus
Christ. He was an apostle, and he was the
Lords brother, yet he mentions not these
greater things, but he takes the lowly title,
in which, no doubt, he felt the highest
honor, and calls himself a servant of God
and of the Lord Jesus Christ. Happy is that
man who serves the Lord, whose whole life
is not that of an independent master of
himself, but of one who is fully submissive
to the divine command. To the twelve
tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.
According to the teaching of some in the
present day, the apostle should have said,
To the two tribes, and the ten that are lost,
but he does not say so, nor does Scripture
say so. To the twelve tribes which are
scattered abroad, greeting. 2. My brethren,
count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations; Or, trials. This is a strange
thing to say, is it not? Should we not count
it great joy when we escape from trial?
Perhaps so; but we are expressly told to
count, or reckon, it all joy when we fall
into divers trials. Have you never known
what it is, in times of peace and quietness,
to feel as if you missed the grandeur of the
presence of God? I have looked back to
times of trial with a kind of longing, not to
have them return, but to feel the strength of
God as I have felt it then, to feel the power
of faith, as I have felt it then, to hang upon
Gods powerful arm as I hung upon it then,
and to see God at work as I saw him then. I
think the mariner at home must sometimes
feel a kind of longing once more to enjoy a
storm on the ocean, and to see how the
good ship rides on the billows crest. Life
gets fiat sometimes while all goes
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smoothly, and we need even the variety of
a trial to bring us to close dealing with our
God. It is so much for our good to be tried,
it is so much for the glory of God that we
should be tried, that we will read the verse
again, and note what the apostle says: My
brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into
divers trials. Be like the soldier who is not
afraid of the shot and shell, and the turmoil
and strife of the battle. 3, 4. Knowing this,
that the trying of your faith worketh
patience. But let patience have her perfect
work, that ye may be perfect and entire,
wanting nothing. You need to grow; you
will not grow without trials. You need to
learn; you will not learn without affliction.
It is Gods school for you. Be thankful,
therefore, when these afflictions come.
They are the rumbling waggons of your
Father, in which he sends you choice
treasure. They are black ships that come
from afar, loaded with precious things. But
mind that you do get this patience; and
that, when you have it, you have still more
of it: Let patience have her perfect work.
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